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process science is out-of-date. Although the big ideas of the disciplines
of science and the processes employed by scientists in sciencing remain
important dimensions for science teaching, they may no longer be the
most important goals in shaping curriculum, methodology, teacher
preparation, evolution, and other critical elements of the field.
Some are beginning to review science education as a maturing discipline in' and of itself. This new discipline is primarily concerned with
the interface between science and society. It is concerned with the
interpretation of science to the public and the use of scientific knowledge
for the betterment of humankind. The discipline is also concerned with
the affects science has upon society. Studying th~ interface is similar to
studying the cell membrane - the interface between a functioning cell
and its environment. Membrane physiology is an extremely active and
significant research area in biology. So should be such a study of the
science/society interface in education.
This view of science education provides a framework for school science, for non-school science study, for research, for curriculum
development. It also utilizes the newest and most inclusive goal for our
discipline. Such a setting for science education has implications for
every science teacher, every science ~lassroom, every science teaching
organization, every curriculum and research effort in science education.
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***and Joules
Chem Gems
About thirty years ago it was discovered that crunching on mint
Lifesavers will produce green sparks and a crackling noise. Peppermint
Lifesavers will produce similar results. According to Lifesavers, Inc. of
New York, the mint Lifesavers contain sugar and methyl salicylate (a
component of the mint flavoring). When these two compounds are
crunched together, a crystalline energy is produced which stimulates
the methyl salicylate to emit light. The process is known as triboluminescence.
A cool, dry day, a fresh pack of Lifesavers, a dark room, and strong
teeth are necessary for this demonstration. This is an excellent takehome experiment. It is bound to help generate a scientific interest in all
members of the family (plus boost the sale of Lifesavers).
Karen Tashima
Chem 13 News; Dec. 1980.
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